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foreWord

Dear conference participant,

As this program reaches you, the Global History Student Conference 
is only two weeks away and the last preparations are under way.

The idea to host a conference like this was born sometime in late 
2014. All of us – us being the organizers of GHSC – are studying Global 
History as an official degree in Berlin and have thus been grappling with 
the subject for some time. However, the original organisers felt that there 
were very few opportunities for students interested in global history to 
meet and discuss their ideas and research about the subject. Once this 
concern was voiced, they decided to organize the first Global History 
Student Conference to fill this gap. It was so successful, and we have 
had so much positive feedback from participants, that we have decided 
to make it an annual event. From its inception to the final stages of orga-
nization, it has always been intended to be a student conference – that is 
to say an event organized by students and for students – and we hope that 
this intention is reflected in the overall implementation and course of the 
conference.

This year we received nearly 180 applications from students hailing 
from different universities spread across all continents and we are happy 
that the final selection of participants represents a wide mix of academic 
and cultural backgrounds. This high degree of interest, coupled with the 
positive feedback which we have received from professors and lecturers, 
shows that there is a real relevance to discuss global history – a relatively 
young field and approach within the discipline of history – in a confer-
ence like this.
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We would like to express our utmost gratitude to Prof. Sebastian Con-
rad without whose general and financial support this conference would 
have never seen the light of the day, at least not in its present form. Fur-
thermore we would like to thank Prof. Michael Goebel, professor at the 
Center for Global History at the Freie Universität Berlin and awardee of 
the Jerry Bentley Prize 2016, for taking time to give the opening lecture. 
We would also like to thank Ms. Camilla Bertoni for preparing the invita-
tion letters and managing the reimbursement process. Finally, we would 
like to thank every participant for their input and interest in the confer-
ence. Needless to say, there would be no conference without you.

Your Conference Team

Alex Holmes 
Alex Leonzini

Anya Guboglo
Arunima Kundu

Aysylu Murtazina 
Cosima Hohenthal
Daria Tashkinova

Dennis Kölling 
Maurice Boer

Paul Sprute
Philipp Kandler

Sébastien Tremblay
Sandra Alsén

Shaul Marmari
Violet Dove 
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GreeTinGs from Prof. sebasTian Conrad

Global history was born out of the impression that the tools historians 
had been using to analyse the past were no longer sufficient. Globaliza-
tion has posed a fundamental challenge to the social sciences and to the 
dominant narratives of social change. Entanglement and networks char-
acterize the present moment, which has itself emerged from systems of 
interactions and exchange. But in many respects, the disciplines today 
are no longer adequately able to pose the right questions and generate 
answers that help to understand the reality of a networked and globalized 
world.

These are the challenges global historians face today. But what will 
their contribution be? Where will global history go, methodologically, 
theoretically, politically? The term and concept have been appropriated 
for many different purposes, and they remain open to a variety of inter-
pretations. This is why it is important to continue the critical probing, and 
to add to the self-reflexivity of the approach. And this is why a confer-
ence like this one is so important: It is high time that the next generation 
of global historians, hailing from different locations, takes the matter in 
their hands, and helps shape the overall agenda.

Sebastian Conrad is Professor for Global History 
at the Freie Universität Berlin
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GreeTinGs from Prof. miChael Goebel

As Professor of Global and Latin American History, I welcome you to 
Freie Universität and more specifically to its Center for Global History. 
As many of you know, either because you study here or because you have 
visited us before, in recent years we have built up an ever-expanding 
network of global historians here at Freie Universität, accompanied by 
a Master’s program from which many of you hail and which forms the 
bedrock of this conference. As the number of students in this program has 
steadily grown, so has the number of faculty, the range of the countries 
from which they come and the gamut of research interests represented at 
our Center. Though we are stronger in modern than in early modern his-
tory, our faculty covers most world regions, as well as myriad approaches 
and topics, such as the history of migration, of trade, of colonialism, of 
gender, and of cities – my own specialty. More recently we have also es-
tablished a Graduate School in Global Intellectual History. In short, you 
have come to the right place to meet fellow students from other places, 
with adjacent interests, and enjoy the delights of Berlin. I hope you do so 
in the coming two days.

Michael Goebel is Professor of Global and Latin American History 
at the Freie Universität Berlin



TiPs for Your sTaY in 
berlin
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PubliC TransPorT in berlin

ConferenCe Venue
The Global History Student Conference will take place at the fried-

rich-meinecke-institut of the freie universität berlin (Koserstr. 20, 
14195 Berlin). The nearest subway station is “dahlem-dorf” (subway 
U3 and buses M11 and X83).

For more detailed information about how to get to the conference ven-
ue please visit the BVG website:

http://www.bvg.de/en

raTes and areas
There are three different rates in the metropolitan area of Berlin:
“a” refers to the city centre (inside the circle formed by the “S-Bahn” 

lines S41 and S42).
“b” refers to the area inside Berlin, but outside the inner circle.
“C” refers to the areas outside the administrative area of Berlin.

Berlin-Dahlem, where the conference will take place, is in area b. The 
airport Berlin-Tegel is in area b, the airport Berlin-Schönefeld is in area 
C.

raTes for The puBliC TransporT
The rate for a one-way ticket is 2.80 € for the areas ab (it is valid for 

2 hours in one direction. Interruptions are allowed. It is not allowed to 
travel circle-wise) and 3.40 € for abC. There is also the option of buy-
ing a block of four tickets for 9.00 € (2.25 € per one-way ticket) for the 
area ab.
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A ticket for the whole day (valid from midnight until 3 a.m. the next 
day) for the areas ab is 7.00 €; for the three areas abC 7.70 €.

A ticket for a group up to 5 persons for the whole day is 19.90 € for 
the areas ab; for the areas abC the price is 20.80 €.

You can buy tickets:
• at the ticket machines in all subway stations, 
• in the offices of the BVG in the major stations, 
• or directly on the bus or tram. 
It is not possible to buy tickets on the trains. 

imporTanT noTiCe
all tickets must be validated at a ticket stamper before your first 

trip.
Travelling without a ticket or without having validated your ticket 

may result in a fine of 60 €.

The Global history student Conference accepts no liability in case 
you fail to purchase, or correctly validate, the appropriate ticket for 
your journey.
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findinG aCCommodaTion for Your sTaY 

For those who have not already applied for accommodation with a 
student, it is your responsibility to organize the accommodation for your 
stay in Berlin. On the GHSC website you can find a number of links to 
widely used booking websites. Please see:
https://globalhistorystudentconference.wordpress.com/accommodation

Before making your booking, please keep in mind that the conference 
building is located in Dahlem. From the city centre of Berlin it takes at 
least a 35-40 minutes ride to get there, traffic congestion not considered. 
From other parts of Berlin it might take up to an hour or more to get to 
Dahlem. Please remember that the conference will start at around 09.00 
on Saturday and at 09.30 on Sunday. 



The ConferenCe
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Venue

The Global History Student Conference will take place at the fried-
rich-meinecke-institut of freie universität berlin. The institute is lo-
cated at Koserstraße 20 in Berlin-Dahlem. The conference rooms (A121, 
A124, A125, A127) are located on the first floor.

direCTions

The nearest subway station is “dahlem-dorf” (subway U3 and buses 
M11 and X83). From Dahlem-Dorf you need to follow “archivstraße” to 
“Koserstraße”. The friedrich-meinecke-institut is the biggest build-
ing on the street, on the right hand side. The conference rooms are on 
the first floor, to the left. The address is Koserstraße 20, 14195 berlin.
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ProGram
saturday, 20th of may

registration

Keynote speech - Prof. michael Goebel
“Global Urban History - Staking Out a New Field”

Coffee break and registration

Panels i
Panel 1 - Global Spaces 
Panel 2 - Commodities in Transfer

lunch break

Panels ii
Panel 3 - Building Empires
Panel 4 - Microhistory from a Global Perspective
Panel 5 - Cultural Encounters

Get-together 

08:30-09:30

09:30-11:00
Room A127

11:00-11:15

11:15-13:15
Room A121
Room A124

13:15-15:00

15:00-17:00
Room A121
Room A124
Room A125

from 17:00
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sunday, 21st of may

Workshops
Workshop 1 - Digital Humanities
Workshop 2 - Visual History  

Coffee break

Panels iV
Panel 6 - Medicine and Disease
Panel 7 - Diplomacy and International Relations 

lunch break

Panels V
Panel 8 - Media and Representation
Panel 9 - Identities in Diaspora
Panel 10 - International Social and Political Move-
ments

Coffee break

Concluding session

09:30-11:00
Room A121
Room A124

11:00-11:15

11:15-13:15
Room A121
Room A124

13:15-15:00

15:00-17:00
Room A121
Room A124
Room A125

17:00-17:15

17:15-18:15
Room A127
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a121 a124 a125 a127
08:30-09:30 Registration
09:30-11:00 Keynote
11:00-11:15 Coffee Break
11:15-13:15 Panel 1 Panel 2
13:15-15:00 Lunch Break
15:00-17:00 Panel 3 Panel 4 Panel 5
from 17:00 Get-together

a121 a124 a125 a127
09:30-11:00 Workshop 1 Workshop 2
11:00-11:15 Coffee Break
11:15-13:15 Panel 6 Panel 7
13:15-15:00 Lunch Break
15:00-17:00 Panel 8 Panel 9 Panel 10
17:00-17:15 Coffee Break

17:15-18:15 Concluding
Session

sundaY, 21sT of maY

saTurdaY, 20Th of maY



PresenTaTions
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panel 1 - GloBal spaCes 

room: a121
Time: saturday, 20th of may, 11:15-13:15
Chair: dennis Kölling / alexandra holmes

11:15-11:30 daniela egger (Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Ger-
many) 
emotions in Global Transit

11:30-11:45 Julian Theseira (Graduate Institute of International and Devel-
opment Studies Geneva, Switzerland) 
sketches of the Chinese switzerland: Perspectives, narratives, and 
memories of the bethlehem mission society (smb) in manchuria, 
1926-1954

11:45-12:00 richard Winkler (Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Ger-
many)
a World Connected? The Kangnido map and its original from 
1402 Ce as an example for sino-islamic Transfer of Knowledge 
and science

12:00-12:15 riaz howey (New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates)
measuring Trade as discursive Practice in Qajar Persia

12:15-13:15 final discussion
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panel 2 - CommodiTies in Transfer

room: a124
Time: saturday, 20th of may, 11:15-13:15
Chair: shaul marmari / Paul sprute

11:15-11:30 michael lee (Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Germany) 
The extent of Globality: Porcelain as Transcultural objects

 11:30-11:45 Kathleen burke (Universiteit Leiden, Netherlands / Freie Uni-
versität Berlin, Germany) 
Cloves: a seventeenth Century biography

11:45-12:00 adrian Christ (University of Alberta, Canada) 
alternative luxury and its networks: The baltic amber Trade in 
Global Perspective during the early modern Period

12:00-12:15 annika bärwald (Universität Bremen, Germany)
a dream of Colonial Cotton: bremen´s economic interests and 
the Quest for resource autarchy in Colonial Togo

12:15-13:15 final discussion
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panel 3 - BuildinG empires

room: a121
Time: saturday, 20th of may, 15:00-17:00
Chair: Paul sprute / alexandra holmes

15:00-15:15 berat melih Kalender (Bilkent Üniversitesi, Turkey) 
Together We stand: medieval Group formation and the role of 
Groups in the formation of the Kingdom of Jerusalem

15:15-15:30 Jan Philipp Wilhelm (London School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science, United Kingdom)
an east african empire? reconsidering the ethiopian Polity 
around 1900 

15:30-15:45 steven Xu (Pennsylvania State University, United States of 
America)
The Crucible of Empire: U.S. Servicemen’s Encounters with Offi-
cers and soldiers of other empires in the China relief expedition 
of 1900

15:45-16:00 daria Tashkinova (Freie Universität Berlin / Humboldt-Univer-
sität zu Berlin, Germany)
“assignments to Towns of Provincial importance”: empire-build-
ing and the raspredelenie system in the soviet union

16:00-17:00 final discussion
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panel 4 - miCrohisTorY from a GloBal perspeCTiVe

room: a124
Time: saturday, 20th of may, 15:00-17:00
Chair: maurice boer / shaul marmari

15:00-15:15 sarah stegemann (Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Ger-
many)
ʿInāyatullāh’s Visit at the Ḥabībīya: A Global Microhistorical Ap-
proach on Afghan History During the Sirāǧīa (1901-1919)

15:15-15:30 rachael simons (University of Sydney, Australia)
Anthropological Intersections: Examining the Influence of the Cir-
culation of anthropological Thought upon Critiques of domestic 
Government Policy towards aboriginal People in 1930s australia

15:30-15:45 Constanze Jeitler (Central European University, Hungary)
The bethlehem of the Third reich: Turning hitler’s birthplace 
into an international Tourist destination

15:45-16:00 Tina Jung (Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies Geneva, Switzerland)
Palimpsest of memories: Conversation with Vera schwarcz

 16:00-17:00 final discussion
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panel 5 - CulTural enCounTers 

room: a125
Time: saturday, 20th of may, 15:00-17:00
Chair: sébastien Tremblay / anya Guboglo

15:00-15:15 Anja Tomljenović / Petra Šarin (Sveučilište u Zagrebu, Croatia)
The east in the shadow of the West: The Problematization of (in)
visibility and the issue of the representation of the “former east” 
on the art scene after 1989

15:15-15:30 marta Panighel (Università di Bologna, Italy / Université Paris-
Diderot, France)
la république unveiled: Post-Colonial implications of the affaire 
du foulard Through the activism of muslim Women (1989-2010)

15:30-15:45 Kristen Connor (University of Michigan, United States of 
America) 
White ritual specialists: rainmaking and meteorology in Colo-
nial uganda

15:45-16:00 nailya shamgunova (University of Cambridge, United King-
dom)
rethinking sexual Geography: sexual identity and the Concept of 
‘europe’ in the early modern Period

16:00-17:00 final discussion
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panel 6 - mediCine and disease

room: a121
Time: sunday, 21st of may, 11:15-13:15
Chair: Cosima hohenthal / daria Tashkinova

11:15-11:30 adedamola adetiba (Rhodes University, South Africa)
“Tracks of death”: a Global history of railway and malarial 
mortality in Twentieth-Century africa

11:30-11:45 ms. madhwi (University of Delhi, India)
Circulation of labour and Circulation of medical Knowledge: 
Colonial mauritius and natal 1834-1920

11:45-12:00 hiro fujimoto (Harvard-Yenching Institute / University of Tokyo, 
Japan)
american medicine, Public health, and Christianity in Japan, 
1900-1940

12:00-12:15 abraham Trejo Terreros (El Colegio de México, Mexico):
Circulation of medical Knowledge in modern latin america: 
mexican doctors and the narratives of Trachoma in the early 
20th Century

12:15-13:15 final discussion



Global History student ConferenCe24

panel 7 - diplomaCY and inTernaTional relaTions 

room: a124
Time: sunday, 21st of may, 11:15-13:15
Chair: Philipp Kandler / aysylu murtazina

11:15-11:30 Ömer faruk metin (Bilkent Üniversitesi, Turkey)
reign over Time: Clocks and Watches in diplomatic Gift-ex-
change between the West and the ottoman empire

11:30-11:45 irem Gülersönmez (Boğaziçi Üniversitesi, Turkey)
The Certainty of representation: understanding the international 
Prison Conference as a means of representation

11:45-12:00 mansur Gazimzyanov (European University at Saint Peters-
burg, Russia)
building islamic elites in late socialist russia

12:00-12:15 immanuel rafael harisch (Universität Wien, Austria)
bartering Coffee, Cocoa and W50 Trucks: The Trade relation-
ships of angola, são Tomé and the Gdr in a Comparative Per-
spective

12:15-13:15 final discussion
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panel 8 - media and represenTaTion

room: a121
Time: sunday, 21st of may, 15:00-17:00
Chair: daria Tashkinova / Cosima hohenthal

15:00-15:15 daniel Kolland (Freie Universität Berlin / Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin, Germany)
The media and ottoman World making

15:15-15:30 rebeca Gomez morilla (Universität Zürich, Switzerland)
entangled objects: (re)Creating and understanding east asia in 
switzerland Through museum Collections

15:30-15:45 dimitrios Chaidas (University of Oxford, United Kingdom)
“are Greeks desperate for heroes?” a Corpus-based investigation 
of Colonial discourses

15:45-16:00 İbrahim Cansızoğlu (Koç Üniversitesi, Turkey)
animal depictions in the illustrated manuscripts of Kalila wa 
dimna Translations

16:00-17:00 final discussion
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panel 9 - idenTiTies in diaspora

room: a124
Time: sunday, 21st of may, 15:00-17:00
Chair: sandra alsén / arunima Kundu

15:00-15:15 minji lee (Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Germany)
Korean society in Karafuto as a Transcultural space

15:15-15:30 rasmus randig (Universität Konstanz, Germany)
local Perspectives on the Global: a Turkish association in frank-
furt am Main during the 1960s and 70s

15:30-15:45 ekaterina Knyazeva (Università di Bologna, Italy)
high and low: The material Culture of the russian diaspora in 
shanghai, 1920-1950

 15:45-16:00 Kirtan Patel (Utah State University, United States of America)
east africa’s ‘brown’ racial discourse: m.G. Vassanji’s The in-
between World of Vikram lall and Peter nazareth’s in a brown 
mantle

16:00-17:00 final discussion
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panel 10 - inTernaTional soCial and                                 
poliTiCal moVemenTs

room: a125
Time: sunday, 21st of may, 15:00-17:00
Chair: alexandra leonzini / alexandra holmes

15:00-15:15 agnès sophie Vollmer (Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, 
Germany)
suzanne labin and the Globalization of anti-Communism in the 
long sixties (1955-1980)

15:15-15:30 Agnes Effland (Universität zu Köln, Germany)
strategy Transfer of social movements? madres de Plaza de mayo 
(argentina) & saturday mothers (Turkey)

15:30-15:45 sébastien Tremblay (Freie Universität Berlin / Humboldt-Uni-
versität zu Berlin, Germany)
‘The Proudest symbol we Could Put forward?’ The Pink Triangle 
as Transatlantic symbol of Gay and lesbian identities from the 
1970s to the 1990s

15:45-17:00 final discussion



Workshops
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Workshop 1 - piCTures of ViolenCe in GloBal hisTorY

room: a121
Time: sunday, 22nd of may, 09:30-11:00
by norma ladewig

Why should we – as historians – be looking at pictures of violence 
and suffering? In this workshop, we will discuss the epistemological 
potential of “Visual History” for historians. Looking at visual source 
material used in recent global historiography, we will explore pos-
sible methodological approaches, discuss which lines of reasoning this 
material can support and whether it is essential in order to understand 
specific historic processes.

norma ladewig is a junior researcher and lecturer at Freie Universität since 
October 2015. She completed her M.A. in history in Freiburg i. Brsg. with a 
thesis on the alternative art scene in the GDR in the 1980s. In her PhD project 
she is exploring the converging transformations of the market for contempora-
ry art, urban cultural politics and the art scene in the Rhineland in the 1960s-
1980s.
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Workshop 2 - diGiTal humaniTies 

room: a124
Time: sunday, 22nd of may, 09:30-11:00
by martin schmitt / Thomas Werneke 

The workshop is going to introduce the students into the very hetero-
geneous field of digital humanities. It will provide a short overview 
over the history of this research field and its methodology, will present 
some digital corpora and tools in a live demonstration and will help the 
participating student in developing ideas to integrate digital humanities 
into their own work.

Thomas Werneke is Coordinator at the Clarin-D (Common Language, Re-
sources and Technology Infrastructure) group for contemporary history wor-
king at the Centre for Contemporary History in Potsdam. He studied History, 
Sociology and Political Science at Humboldt University and completed his 
Ph.D. with a study on the western human rights language during the Cold War 
in 2013. For several years he taught classes for the FUBiS-Program, for the 
Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE) and at Humboldt Uni-
versity. His main research fields are the history of the Cold War, contemporary 
German history and the history of political theory.

martin schmitt is research fellow at the Centre for Contemporary History in 
Potsdam. He is writing his  doctoral thesis about the digitalization of banking 
in Germany as part of the research group „Computerization and Social Order 
in FRG and DDR“. For his work on the history of the internet he recieved the 
DGPuK-Award for young researchers in 2016. 
More: www.computerisierung.com






